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Newsletter of the Friends of Pool 9

President’s Vievy
Reflecting on the Year

swe leave 2008 and begin 2009 I want to express
Amy sincere appreciation to all of you for the time

and effort (and your donations) you’ve given to
make Pool 9 a better place. We’re entering our 4" year
and our membership is well over 425, don’t know the
actual count since some addresses have changed and we
don’t know if you’re getting this newsletter or not. We
need to have each member contact us (either me or
Tim Loose, or the website) and give us your current
email address.

My volunteer sheets show that we contributed in excess
of 1400 hours in Pool 9 activities for 2008, down by 400
hours compared to 2007. Members also gave $1,525
through the use of their boats and boat gas. While my
figures may not be totally accurate they do substantiate
our continued commitment to the Upper Miss Refuge.
While the river clean-up was a huge success it did
not involve as many participants as the year previous
(fifty fewer) and took place when river conditions were
somewhat difficult.

We received grants this year totaling over $6,000 from
US Fish and Wildlife, Allamakee County Community
Foundation, and the Northeast lowa Audubon Society.
Some members gave substantial donations to help
fund our activities and we appreciate their generosity.
City Meat Market of New Albin donated food items to
feed over 200 on the Mississippi River Adventure Day
(MRAD). We’re offering this again in summer 20009.

The Eastern Allamakee 6" grade River Day and the
Lansing Fish Days Kids Fishing Tourney you helped
sponsor were as popular as ever. The birding festival
was offered on a limited scale with great success; and
we received tons and tons of sand on area beaches late
this fall. The virtual geocaching was implemented and
our FOP9 website is now up and running. Check it out
at “friendsofpool9.com” (no spaces) and enjoy the four
young red-tailed hawks welcoming you to their nest.

January, 2009

Tim Loose set it up and made a substantial (dollar and
time) contribution to a two year contract with BlueHost.
com, thanks Tim.

We’ve entered into an agreement with Dairyland Power
and the Genoa Lions Club to share the expense of
placing a porta-pottie at the Genoa landing. We’ve also
been invited (by Jim Janette and the Allamakee County
Conservation Board) to get involved in the planning for
the new visitor center to be located at Columbus Bridge
south of Lansing.

Your FOP9 Board of Directors is in the process of
developing a Multi-Year Action Plan to include political
action, public relations (education and recreation),
conservation projects, and fundraising. Directors Ric
Zarwell and Mark Schneden are making plans to attend
the Friends Conference in Washington, D.C. in February.
We need you (FOP9 members) to assist USF&W with
the Reno Bottoms Canoe Trail, as well as the Pool-wide
River Cleanup in April and MRAD II in July.

Since we have a new website (friendsofpool9.com)
and will have all our Otter’s Tale newsletters available
online, please send me a comment to the effect that we
will not have to send you a hard copy. My email address
is PJVriverhouse@MSN.com, and/or my phone number
is 1-563-538-4836, indicate whether you will view the
newsletter online or want a “hard copy” via US mail.
We also need your current email address for our files.

Have a great winter season and we’ll see you at the
Winter Banquet on January 24, 2009, at the Kerndt
Brothers Community Center in Lansing. Remember to
RSVP to Tim so he can get the right amount of food.
Also don’t forget to include FOP9 in your tax deductible
contributions for 20009.
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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

6:30 PM Saturday, January 24, 2009
Kerndt Brothers Community Center
391 Main Street, Lansing, lowa
(See page 2 for details.)
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The Frlends of Pool 9 now have their very own website!
We are easy to find on the internet, simply type the
“friendsofpool9.org” in your favorite search engine and
you will see plenty of links to our home page. Once our
home page pops up on your computer screen, be sure to
save our site in your favorites list.

Eventually we would like to go almost exclusively to
an electronic format for staying in touch with each of
you. That includes notifying our members of important
events and the publication of our latest newsletter. Not
only will this save us money for postage and printing,
but it will also lighten our impact on the environment.

Don’t worry if you don’t have access to the internet,
every member is important to us, so we will continue to
send out a printed newsletter to anyone who needs one.

Please take a few minutes to look over our site and send
us your constructive ideas. This is your website and we
want to make it as useful as possible. If you have photos
that you have taken of recent Friends of Pool 9 activities,
send those along as well and we will try to post them in
our photos albums.

Finally, in order to achieve our goal of connecting to as
many friends members as possible, we would appreciate
it if each of you would send us your current email
address. All email addresses will be kept confidential
and will be used only to notify you of events or the
publication of the latest Friends’ newsletter.

To send us your email, simply click on the contact us
button on the home page of our new website. Once you
are at our Contact Information page you may simply
click on the: “contact@friendsofpool9.org” and type
“address” in the subject line and we will update our
records with your email address. You may use this same
link to send us suggestions or ideas for our website or
for our friends group.

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

6:30 p.m. Saturday, January 24, 2009

Kerndt Brothers Community Center
Lansing, lowa

All “Friends of Pool 9” volunteers and their families
are invited to join us for our third annual “Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner.” The Upper Miss Refuge staff will
be providing tableware, refreshments, meat, potatoes,
gravy, vegetables, bread and butter. You are asked to
bring a salad, or desert to share. Light refreshments and
snacks will be available beginning at 5:30 p.m. Come
early and meet other volunteers from around the District
and enjoy the slideshow and other displays. An awards
ceremony will follow the dinner. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, January 21st. You may RSVP by calling
Tim Loose at 563-873-3423 ext 11 or by e-mailing Tim
attim_loose@fws.gov. If for some reason you forget to
RSVP, you are still welcome to come, the RSVPs just
help us with planning and the sooner you can let Tim
know, the less stressful the shopping is on him! We hope
that you will join us for this evening celebration!
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Calendar of Events:

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Banquet
at the Kerndt Brothers Community Center
Saturday, January 24, 2009 Doors open
at 5:30 pm. Dinner served at 6:30 pm.
An awards ceremony to follow.

(See page 2 for complete details.)

Pool Wide Cleanup Day
8:00 am to 12:00 (noon)
Saturday, April 25, 2009

Reno Bottoms Canoe Trail Day
Late Spring — see web page for more
details: friendsofpool9.org

The Friends of Pool 9, Upper Miss Refuge, Inc. is a grassroots citizen
action group, whose sole purpose is the protection, restoration, and Mississippi River Adventure Day
preservation of our natural resources. The 400 member organization Monday, July 20, 2009

has no due requirements, and pays for its activities through donations

and grants. It is a 501c3 federally tax exempt organization, all

donations are tax deductible. The communities that border Pool 9 are Friends of Pool 9 _Summer P!CnIC

its primary contributors and supporters. and Annual Business Meeting
Saturday, August 22, 2009
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